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The Way to Give ALMS to th 


ADVANTAGE. 


SIR, / 
Y': U have well Obſerved, Tt of that little which men 


beſtow in Alms-giving, a very ſmall part gains its end 
and turns to Account, And you were pleaſed at (everal 
times to, deſire me to give my thoughts how a good Man may 
'be Directed to give'td'the beſt Advantage. I have not that Opi- 
nion of my elf, as to thipk I am fit zo give you Advice, nor 
that mean Opinion of you, as to ſuppoſe you need it. You 
have been PraCQtiſed a great while in dofng kindneſſes, agd I do 
not believe that you need cither Direction or Motive, You are 
.of the Number of thoft that ate: Taught'of God to Love one 
-another, and would 'but others follow your Example, there 
xwoild not be ſo many” Objets of Charity : Bot fince the 
Work if ſelf cargies with itſo great an Invitation, and you are 
pleaſed to delire it, I thall very readily conſent, And if you 
conceivexhit I Offer may/be of any Uſe, diſpoſe of this Paper 
as you Pleaſe. 'Now, in Order to the DireCtings good man to 
givEhisAlms to the belt-Advantage, and that they may do the 
moſt good, 1ſhall fpedk to'the-following ſeverals. * | 
Firlt, 1 ſhall ſhew how he may ſo give,as it'may turn moſt to 
his own Account. 
Secondly, How he may Todo it, as may turn'to the/greatelt 
Advantage of the Revtiver,”\— 0 4 1. 1than f ur 
A 2 Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, How he may'ſo Order his Aﬀairs, as that he may = 


have ſomethihp to beſtow. | 

And before | ſpeak to any of theſe ſeverals, I ſhall take the Li- 
berty to ſpeak of the Nec wi of giving Alms, and of the Ar- 
guments and Motives from whence this Excellent Work may be 
recommended to us. 

And I am very certain that there is great need that Men ſhould 
be very earneſtly excited to ſo good a Work atthis time, There 
are about this City of Zondox ſome hundreds of Families ( you 
would believe me, if I ſhould ſay ſome thouſands) that are under 
very preſſing Neceſſities. And, if there be not care taken, very 
many amongſt them will be ſtarved. And the great Poverty of 
theſe Families alſo hath been to them Unavoidable. For it hath 
fallen upon them, partly, through Age, partly, through the num- 
ber of Children, and fa preat meaſure for want of Trade and Em- 
ployment. Nor would it be any hard Matter to give youan Ac- 


count how it comes to pafF, that very many are not able to get . 


their Bread by that Employment which ſometime fince afforded 
them,a competent Subſiltance. But, beſides that I ſhall not. need 
to acquaint you with it, the thing it ſelf will not Anſwer any part 
of my Deſign, I am not Obliged to ſhew-How Men have fallen 
into Calamity, but to contribute whatI can towards their Reſcue 
and Relief, And when myPpoor Brother is fallen into the Ditch,l do 
not think my ſelf Obliged to Repreſent how many ways thereare 
of falling in, but todo my utmoſt towards the lifting him out. I 
ſhall therefore ( without any more of Preface ) ſhew what great 
Reaſon we have to Computtinete, and Help-our poor Brother, 
todo him kindnefſes, and ſhew him Mercy. God grant that our 
works of Mercy may hold ſome proportion ta the Obligations 
that lye upon us to ſhew it. 

Firſt, this is the end of our being what we are, and of our en- 
joying what we do Poſſcſs; that we might do good to others. The 
Rich is Gods Almoner and Steward, and the Poor are his Re- 
ceivers:” He ſhallnot need to buſie his Head in Building larger 
Barns, when there are ſo n:any Living Houſes already Built to is 
hand : The Empty and Hungry Poor are the beſt Granaries, Our 


'Falent was given us to be laid out to the Honour of our Maſter, 


andthe benefit of our Fellow-Servant. Unaqueque anima vers 
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m bunc Mundum cum aliquibus Dominicis pecunits, We do all 
of us come into the World with ſome of our Lords Money in our 
hand; and this was given us (not to hide in the Earth, Mar. 25. 
25.27.)but toTrade withal for our Brothers Advantage. The Blind 
Man that carried the Lame upon-his ſhoulders, had the benefit of 
the Cripp!cs Eyes for the uſe of his own Feet ; and it puts us fairly 
in mind how Uſeful we may be to one angther, And we ought 
to judge this the very Reaſon why we excel] one another inany 
Gift or Endowment, that we may be helpful to thoſe to whom 
the Divine wiſdom: hath dealt out theſe Bleſſings more ſparingly. 


, Fob, that great and good Man of the Eaſt, underſtood this, 1 was 


Syes (ſays he) rothe Blind, and Feet was I tothe Lame: 1 was 
a Father to the Poor, andthe Cauſe which I knew not, I ſearched 
out. Hedid not cauſe the Eyes of the Widow to fail, nor-eat his 
Morſel without the Fatherleſs ; he ſaw none periſh for want of 
Clothing, nor any Poor without Covering ; the Loins of the poor 
Bleſſed him,and they were warmed with the Fleece of his Sheep, 
Fob 29. 15, 16. Chap. 31.v.16. And yet at that time Feb had 
ſeven'Sons, and three Daughters to providefor, which is now 
the great Objection againſt works of Mercy. This is alſo the 
End of our Spiritual Mercies, T he manifeſtation of the Spirit ts 
Liven to every man to _ withal, 1 Cor. 12,7, Inthat ſence 
alſo what we argwe are for the good of one another.In the Natu- 
ral Body : The Eye cannot ſay, 1 have ng need of thee; nor the 
Head to the Foot, I have no needof you, v.2y. For as the Eye 
is uſeful to deſcry a danger, ſo is the Hand to keep off the ſtroke, 
and the Feet to run from it. He that Lives and does no good, makes 
void the End of his Creation : He is like an unfruitful Tree, that 


Ut arbor in fa» 
cunda tanti eſt 


Cumbers the Ground, and is worth no more than its Trunk or in pretio.quanti 
Body may be improved unto. He is the Worlds uneafie Load {num e144 in 


co. Apulet. 


and Burden, and may be ſpared without any miſs or loſs at all. nc 0 foe 


There is nothing more inſignificant than the man thatdoes no good. 
He that Does nothing, is more impertinent than he that Is not at 
all. Yacua eſt vita quam non implet cura bene vivends, Our Life 
is but a Parentheſis,an heap of Cypheys,that amounts to no ſamme 
or ſenſe if we onely Live and do no good, God does not give us 
Riches to hoord up; weare not Proprietors, but Stewards. They 


are entruſted to usto diſpenſe,and they have a Charge upon _ 
| cy, 


iplo, 


Impertinentiar 
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nihll eft. 
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They are ours, Cum ſs onere, with the charge and burden that 
lyes upon them. God gave them that we might diſtribute them, 
and if wedoitnot, we are unjuſt, Richesare called unrighteous 
Mammon, and as they are unrighteous when they are unjuſtly 
gotten, ſo they are whenthey are unjuſtly detained: And in that 
ſence thoſe words are underſtood. Lk, 16. 12, 

Seccndly. 1 his is the way to become like God, and like our 

Bleſſed Saviour, We can do nothing more ſafe in it ſelf, nor 

that is more for our own advantage and our brothers cog imi- 

tate him whom we worſhip : And certainly it .was truly Taid that 

ſpeakzng the Truth, and doing Good makes us like God, And 

we are commanded to be followers of Him,as dear Children, Eph, 

5.1, Now God is good,and docs good,and by duing good we be- 

come like kim, Our Saviour uſes this Topick, when he per- 

ſwades his followers to do good even to their enemies. 7 bat 

they might be the Children of their father which i in heaven, who 

makgth his Sunto riſe upon. the Evil and upan the Good. Mat.. 

45. Godfeeds the hungry that never give him thanks, cloaths 

the naked that do not praiſe him, gives Health and Riches to the 
 Atheiſtandunbeliever, to them that love him not and deſire not 

73 > Fen "the knowledge of his wayes, How many are there that deſerve 
L — n 4.2 00 light and yet he makes his Sun toariſe upon them! How ma- 
6-//1 * Sen, Ny that deſerveto live upon an Earthof Braſs,agd under an Hea- 
de Ecncf.l. 1. ven ashardas Iron, ang yet he ſends them the —_— and latter 
Rain, Andthis will make us like our Bleſſed Saviour who went 

about doing good. His very miracles were the effects of his 

Hercy as well as Power ; andſpake himto be Good as well as 

Great : They were works of k:ndxeſs and benignity, and did at 

once confirm his dottrene, and reſcxe and reheve the affiiited and 

oppreſſed. And though he might have confirmed his doctrine by 

miracles that ſhould have wrought terror and aſtoniſhment, yet 

he rather choſe to work ſaving 'ones, He raughe the ignorant; 

and by a miracle, feed; the hungry, reſtores the ſick, heals the 

infirm, raiſes the dead, and ſeeks and ſaves that which was loſt. 

He converſed with thoſe that ſtood in need of his aſſiſtance : We 

hear of him among Lepers or Lunatichs, Blind or Bed-rid; a- 

mong the hungryor the ſick, affording his aid to thoſe that needed 

it, Andafter his many /abowrs and travails, his excellent /preches> 

and 
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the way togive Alms to the greateſt Advantage. 
and works of Mercy, at the laſt he prayes for his Enemies that 
hang him upon a Croſs. - Father forgive them, for they know not 
what they do, Ani verily if we conſider how very ſhort our Savi- 
ours life was, and that not much more thanone tenth part of that 
remained when he entered upon his miniſtry; and again remem- 
ber the many works he did in that time (beſides the very many 
that are not recorded ; oh. 20.31) that is, how many he fed, 
and Taught, and Healed, and Difpoſſeſſed, and Raiſed ; and 
that in Sundry places diitant from one another, as we may truly 
fay of our Saviour what the Book of Wiſdom ( ch. 4. v. 13. ) 
ſayesof Enoch, that He being made perfelt in a ſhort time fulfilled 
along time : So certainly if we be the genuine diſciples of ſo good 
a Lord his Example will teach us mercy and kindneſs to our 
Brother. 
Thirdly. We are bound to relieve our Brother as there is due 
from usa Tribure of Thankfulneſs to God for his mercies and that 
upon theſe following accounts. 
1, For giving and preſerving to us any of the Comforts of this 
reſent life, It was churliſhneſs in Nabal to deny a morſel of 
read to David and his ſervants, who had been a wall abont what 
he had by day and by night, When our MVeighboxrs houſe hath 
been thrown down by the flames, the mercy of God hath kept ours 
Fanding : When my Brothgrs veſſel hath been ſplit upon the 
rocks, our Ships have come to ſhore ſafe and well laden, When 
my friend grows poor by by me, the bleſſing of God (for nothing 
eliccould do it) hath made we rich. We have eſcaped thoſe dan- 

ers which have ſwallowed up our friends and relatives. Our chil- 
La ate living and well, when the next door will lead us toa 
weeping Rachel, that mourns for hers becauſe they are nor. O- 
thers have no abiding place, no peace, no healthor ſafety, when we 
fit down quietly under or vine and fig-tree.Do we owe nothing 
to Gods care for this? VVho is it that hath made the difference? 
Shall we not pay ſome tribute for ſo many mercies ? It will become 
fisto look over our ſtore and pay ſome tribute of praiſe. Let us 
look back and we ſhall find that we have been preſerved from rob- 
bers and peſtilence, from ſword and famine; And that alſo when 
many have fallen on our right and left hand, ' V'Ve have been 


reſtored froma fick bed; when we were within the ks -0 
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death, notto ſay ofthe terrors of Hell, Theſe things call upon 
us loudly to do good to our poor Brother, when God has ſhewed 

o much mercy to us. If we doit not we may juſtly expect that 
Las ſhould do by us as David intended to do by Nabal, that he 
WS ſhould deſtroy us and ours. Forin this caſe our mercies are for- 
care id, quod feited, and they Eſcheat, and we may expect God willſeize and 
© forſantib! eri- tyrn us out of poſſeſſion. God can ſoon ſend a fire among thy 
vn aut unum gg0ds, leave thee in the hands of Thieves and Murderers : He 
+. evar- ex can ſoon ſmite thy Child, blaſt thy Corn, deſtroy thy CGattel,and 
" pem#proſcrip- render thee as naked as the world found thee, if thou do not pay 
, Ho, aut bet thy tribute of praiſe, Fear not then to offer that to God which is 


%* - 


| o na direptlo £, dueto Him, andſo uncertain to thy ſelf. That which a fire - 


ait, I, 6, 


amy may conſume. or thieves ſteal, or moth corrupt, and which 


the mercy of God alone preſerves unto thee, . 
2, For exempting and excuſing us from the mg ſervice the 
Jewes were obligedunto. Their ſervice was not on ! Carnxalbut 
. Coſtly, To ſay nothing of their ſeveral tithings, (which was far 
Scalig. de De- beyond the proportion of one in ten) and their Sabbatical year, 
cams, when they neither ſowed, nor reaped, nor-claimed propriety ; 
Their Morning and Evening Sacrifices throughout the year, be- 
ſides the additionals upon ſabbaths and new Moons and Feſtivals, 
the Paſſcover, Pentecoſt, and feaſt of Tabernacles (beſides the 
day ofexpiation) their Oblations or 11214N that were conſtant- 
ly paid to the Prieſts, and their long and frequent journeys to Fe- 
rſa/em, and their offerings there, for tHeir ſins and treſpaſſes, 
for their firſt born and of their firſt fruits ; beſides their payments 
for the ſervice of the Tabernacle, their other offerings, - and E- 
mergent expences which the law required- (not to ſpeak of their 
lex ag#aria and the other precepts which preſcinded the opportu- 
nities of becoming greatly rich) were things of ru charge, 
and which did yearly expend a great proportion of theif Eſtates. 
An I fear that our love to the world isſo great, and our devotion 
fo ſmall that we ſhould have been very uneaſie under ſuch a ſer- 
vice, and perhaps have gone as unwillingly to Gods Temple as 


the Beaſt we ſhould have ſacrificed would have gone to have been 


ſlain atthe Altar, Butnow ſince God requires nothing more of 
us but todo juſtly, and to love mercy and walk humbly before 
God, we ought out of gratitude to ſhew kindneſsto one m_—_ 
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3. For Spiritual Mercies and the great care God hath taken of 
our ſouls. Theſe loudly call upon usto do good to the Poor. Hath 
not God given his Son to Die, that we might Live ?7 Hath he not 
Bleſſed us with the Revelation of his will ? And hath he not given 
an aſſurance af the aid of his Divine Spirit ? Hath he not given us 
the means of Grace, and the hope of Glory? Hath he not length- 
ned out to us the time and ſpace of Repentance when there arc 
many placed amongit the Dead and Damned ? Docs he not ſiill 
follow us with Importunities and Beſcechings that we would turn 
and live? Docs he not wooe and beſeech us to be Happy ? Does 
he not doit, though he need us not, and will be nevertheleſs hap- 
py, though we are miſerable ? Oh, that Men would retire a lit- 
tle and be alone, and well conſider and ponder upon theſe things / 
Let us but think how deplorably miſerable we were if God had 
nat thus provided for us ! Let us but ſuppoſe our ſelves bereft of 
th means of Grace, and of all hope of Glory !. who could cx- 
preſs the horror of ſuch a Condition as ſhould deprive us of theſe 


-Benefits : No Tongue could expreſs, no Heart conceive the great - 


neſs of ſuch a Miſery, Shall we then think much,after we have 
received ſo much Me:cy from God, to do good to an Enemy, to 
do good to a poor Man, to help a Widdow, or a Fatherlefs C-11d? 
Shall our eye be evil when our Lords hath been ſo good ? Shall we 
ſpare our Purſe when God hath not ſparcd his Son ? Shall we ſhur 
upour Bowels againſt our Brotiier after ſuch great pity ſhewen us 
from God ? Methinks ſuch love of God ſhould thaw and unlock 
the moſt frozen heart! Methinks it ſhould enter into hearts of 
ſtone ! And methinks no Breaſt ſhould be ſo impregnable as not to 
ſurrender to ſuch a Force and Power./ We mutt needs yield, and 
ſay, What ſhali we render to the Lord for all his ſercies! And 
think it a poor acknowledgment of our Thankfulneſs to beſtow 
our Goods upon the Poor, 

Fourthly, we are bound to help the Poor, and to do good to 
the Needy, becauſe w: ſhall be Judged hereafter according tothe 
go0d we do here. A great Truth this is, however we Diſpute 
or diſtinguiſh our ſelves out- of our Duty. We are witty an4 
crafty to find a Cheap way to Heaven, to contrive a Faiththat 
ſhall fave our Souls, and our Eſtates alſo : A Faith that ſhall Juſti- 
fie our Perſons, whether it cleanſe our Hearts or no, VVe are 
careful of giving God too much; and though we profeſs a great 
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eſteem for our Religion, yet we take care that it keep its diſtances 
and Uſurpnot over our Temporal Concerns, Weare ſo much, 
againit /ferits, that we ſuſpeCt good works alſo, We Divide 
betwcen God and the World. God ſhall have good Words, ſome 
faint intentions, 4 few cold Prayers; but an hearty Love, an ap- 
wearied diligence, and vigorous Endeavours we reſerve for the 
World, VVcll, ſoit is, weare crafty, and we flatter our ſelves ; 
bur our craft will but Ruine us. V Ve ſhall find it a great Truth, 
that he who ſhews nu Viercy ſhall Receive none.; Let us not de» 
ccive our ſelves the time draws on apace, when we ſhall give a 
ſevere Account of our Time and our Abi'ities,our Eftatesand Op- 
portunities; in a word, of all our Lords Money that we have re- 
ccived, An4 much ſhall be Required of them that have Received 
much. V Ve ſhall not onely give Account how we get, but how 
we uſe our Eitates: And not onely the Oppreſſer and unjuſt Stew- 
ard, but the Unprofitable Servant ſhall be ſhut out of the King- 
dom of Heaven, VVe are told how the Sentence will run here- 


after, Depart ye Curſed ( not becauſe ye Oppreſſed the Poor,” 


and grieved the V Vidow, but) becauſe / was bungred, and ye 
gave mexo Meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me no Drins, &Cc, 
"Tis Mercy makes way,and leads us to the greateſt Mercy : Come 
ye Bleſſed of my Fatber, &c, (not becauſe ye did Miraclesz or 
Suffer2d Martyrdom, or Liveda ſingle Life, or uſed Severitics 
to your Bodies; n-t becauſe you went on Pilgrimages, and Viſi. 
ted Shrines and Holy Reliques, but) / was an bungry, and ye 
gave me Aleat, &C, Alat.25. 

Fifthly, Shewing Mercy to one another is more pleaſing to God 
than other ſervices which werenot onely of his own Appointment, 
but had alſo a particular reference and Relation to Him. To 4s 
good and Communicate forget not, for with ſuch Sacrifices God us 
well pleaſed. . Now, God may be ſaid to be well pleaſed with our 
_ Coing good with this Sacrifice of Mercy. ( 1.) Ih Oppoſition to 
the Bloody and Legal Sacrifices that were preſcribed by the Law 
of Moſes: They were Sacrifices properly ſo called, and of Gods 
appointment : They were Homages and Acknowledgments of the 
Divine Sovereignty; and ſuch as were in Uſe both before the Law, 
and before the Flood, among Gods People, and among the Hea- 
then: Theſe did God Command and bear witneſs to with Fire 
from Heaven,and therefore with theſe Sacrifices God was ng 
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But yet was more pleaſed with Afercy than Sacrifice, even then 
when Bloody Sacrifices were Commanded, Fhis pleaſed him 
better than the Fat and Blood that was preſented at his Altar. God 
did not delight im Burnt-Offerings, nor Calves of a Year old, not 
in Thoaſands Ef Rams, nor in ten thouſand Rivers of Oyl, not in 
the Fruit of our Body for the ſin of our foul; but Required of 
his worſhippers that they ſhould do ju/ily and 1.ve Mercy, &c. 
Atic. 6.6, 7, 8. The unmercifyl Man was always unwelcome to 
Gods Altar : he frowned upon Catr, whatever his Oblation was, 
who did not Love his Brother. Acts of Mercy and Kindneſs he 
always ſmelt a ſweet ſavourin. For bloody Sacrifices they were 
never welcom alone, or for their own ſake; nor were they always 
to continue. V Vhen the Lambof God was Offered up, and the 
Temple fallen down, ey were to ceaſe : But neither the Death 
of Chriſt, northe Fall of a Temple ſhall put an end to theſe Spi- 
ritual Sacrifices, This Chriſtian Charity and Compaſſion is a Fire t-, 17-7, 
thit muſt burn in our hearts for ever, now the fire upon the Altar £00k 1. Dift, 
of Braſs hath of ſo long a time been put out. Among the ſeveral 45 
ſorts of Oblations in the Law of Aeſes, there was one ſort which 
was not Typical, nor was it to be done away by the Coming :nd 
death of the Meſſias, and that was the Teruma : For this, was an 
Oblation whoſe very Nature did import Prayer or Thankſgiving. 
By this Oblation Men acknowledged Gods goodneſs and Sove- 
reignty, and teſtifhed their acknowledgment by Offering unto 
God out of their ſubſtance their Tributes of Praiſe. Now, theſe 
' things we are concerned inas much asthe Jews ever were; and 
ſhewing Merey to our Brother isa Sacrifice of this Nature, And 
*tis farther to be Obſerved, that for this Terumah, or Hcave-Of- 
fcring, it is never mentioned among thoſe Sacrifices which the 
Meſſias was to do away when he ſhould appear. Of the Meſſiar __.... _ 
the Prophet D4anzet fore-tells that he ſhould cauſe to ceaſc the Sa- ' '' == = 
erifice andOblation, Dan. 9.27. that is, allthe Offerings of fire 
whatever , whether bloody Sacrifices or Meat-Ofecrings : The 
Apoſtle mentions Burnt-Offerings and Sacnfee for Sin, Reb. 
10. 6. Butthen the Teramah, or Oblation of Praiſe was not done 
away. And to this purpoſe we have a ſaying among the Jewiſa 
Writers,: Thar every Corban or Sacrjficx ſhould. ceaſe, but that 
the Sacrifice of "Prarſe ſhould never chaſe.” Nowyas the Poor are _ rips = 
Gods Charge, avthey bear his Image, and are tus Receivers, ſo 1571p 
: B 2 - CEE we 
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we Offer up this Sacrifice of Praiſe when we Communicate to 
them, and when we doit, we Offer up a Sacrifice more pleaſing 
to God than he that Offered up Thouſands of Fatlings upon his 
Altar. ( 2.) IncontradiitinCtion to the other Spiritual Sacrifices 
which we are bound to Offer up to God : He that Prays to God 
as he ſhould, and Meditates of Heavenly things, he that Lauds 
an14 Magnifies the Name of God Offers up a Sacrifice Which God 
is pleaſed with, But then he that does goud to his Brother, he 
that helps the Poor, Teaches the Ignorant, Viſits the Fatherleſs 
and Wi:ow, Oilers up a Sacrifice with which God is well pleaſed 
alſo; Ay, better pleaſed than with our otter Devotions to him- 
ſelf. God delights to ſee us love one another : This is more plea- 
ſingto Him than our long Prayers, our deep Contemplation of 
Heavenly things, our Hymns of Praiſe and Thankſgiving, our 
Paſſionate and rapturous Meditations. God is willing to ſtay for 
the Sagrifices we are to Offer unto him till we be firſt Reconciled 
to our Brother, Our ſhewing Mercy to him is pure Religion 
and undefiled. -Tis this we thall come principally «to account 
for at the laſt day, ar. 5.23, 24. James 1.27, Mat.25, 

To what hath been ſaid, let me add, that the work it ſelf carrics 
with it an Invitation. When we do good to another we do a 
kindn.Þſs to our ſelves: we do Create our ſelves a new pleaſure. 
He that ſhews Mercy to a Man in his miſery does a double kind- 
neſsat once ( and 'tis hard to ſay which is the greater ) oneto his 
Brother, and another to himſelf, There is a Delight and Joy that 
Accompanics doing good, there is a kind of ſenſuality init. As 
unmercifulneſs and Qppreſſion are attended with horror, ſo are 
mercy and kindneſs with Joy and Pleaſure, 'Tis a bleſſed thing 
to give. 

I may add,that we all ſtand nearly related toone another : Every 
other manis a part of our ſelves,and partakes of that Nature which 
our Lord did not diſdain to take upon him, The pooreſt Man is. 
our Brother, and he is the Image of our God, and the price of 
our Lords Blood. Thediltance between us is not great, and if 
we look up but ten Generations above the Flood, we ſhall find 
that wearea Kin, Let no Man think himſelf nnconcerned in the 
Poor, they are his Relatives, and when he provides for them-he 
. Pprovidesfor his own, The Jews give us ſeveral Reaſons why at 
the beginning of the World one man alone was rpade, from _ 
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all others were to be derived. Among the reſt they tell us that 
it was becauſe no Man ſhould boaſt of his Parentage and Noble 
Blood beyond his Neighbour: But ſure I am it does ſufficiently 


i 


recommend Charity and Mercy, as well as Humility, We ought m. 5. 


to be kind one to another, as proceeding from the ſame: ftock. 
God hath made us all of 6ze Zlood, Acts 17.26. And this ſhould 
teach us ſincere kindneſs, and hearty Love to one another. There 
are a certain People inthe World that call Mer by the Phrafe of 


the Moteries of others, 'Nee.y Men they cail Veedy Aforeries, ,_ 
And ſo fure they are: They are ſo many pieces of Humane Na- / 


ture ; one andthe ſame Nature is ſhared out and divided among(t 
them : The ſame Blood runs in all their Veins and the ſame breat! 
is inthe Noltrils of them all; they came from the ſame Root,and 
are of the ſame Family, This thoul4 teach-us the greate{t kind- 
neſs to one another ; He that is unmerciful to a manzis fo to his 
own Nature. He that covers not the Naked, hides bimſelf from 
his own Fleſh, asthe Prophet does expreſs it, 1/z. 58. 7. Remen;- 
ber them that are in Bonds as bound with them, and them which 
Suffer Adverſity, 4s being your ſelves alſo in the Body, Heb.13. 
3. Inthat weare in the Body, we are partakers of the ſame Na- 
ture, as we.| as itgble to the ſame miſeries and Infirmities. 

Again, I may well ſuppoſe my Brothers Caſe my own-3-for it 
hath been,or it may be ours, Cu: ffs poteFt accidere quod cutquam 
poreſs, Now in this caſe let us but doas we would be done by : 
He that will not give, takes it for granted that he ſhall never want. 
For if he did but ſuppoſe he ſhould himſelf want, he would be 
glad both of pity and relief, and therefore would think himſelf 
Obliged to ſhew it. We cannot tell what may happen, but we 
may well ſuppoſe that we ſhall got always be proſperous. *Twill 
be well that we ſometimes put the caſe to our ſelves,that we were 
ſtript of all our Wealth, and then we cannot ſure but ſhew the 
Mercy that we would receive. 

Belides all that hath beenfaid, the mercy and pity we ſhew 
will not be unrewarded. If we give, God hath ſaid he will repay. 
(Prov. 19. 17.) V Vhat we give will be at once a gift and a debr, 
VVe may, if we will, when we give to the poor ſet down fo 
much at iuchatime lent toGod. There is no money we lay out 
turns to fo good an account, The good man that ſhews mercy 
will not fail to receive it : God bath promiſed great mercy tothe 
man 


LaTant. 1. 6. 


Sanhedrin.c.4e 


Charity direFed ; Or, 
man that hews it : That he ſhall be bleſſed, and delivered; .and 
ſtrengthened on the bed of languiſhing, and be made fat (Prov. 
22.9. Pſ. 41.1, Prov.11,25.) wethallnceed mercy c're long: 
*T will be ſcaſonable on a lick bed, ina ſtorm or tempeſt, in this 
or inanotherlife, If we ſhewit we may hope toreceive it, Tis 
the beit way to make our Sickneſs tolerable, and our Death eahie. 
'T was the Obſervation of one of the Arcients, That in all hu 
* Reading he did not remember to have met with any Charitable Man 
that ever dyed an ill Death. It is the moſt likely way to mercy 
upon our ſelves and our Poſterity, , 

"Tis an Advantage to be born of merciful and Charitable Pa- 
rents. 1 doubt” not but the Children of ſuch men fare the better 
for the mercy that their Fathers ſhewed, 7 bave been Young, and 
now am Old, yet have I not ſeen the Righteous forſaken, n.r his 
Secd begging Bread, He tsever Merciful and Lendeth, and hs 
Seed is Bleſſed, Pal. 37. 25,26, I doubt not but many mennow 
Living do fare the better for the Charity of their Anceſtors : God 
pays them in their Children and Poſterity, The recompence is 
conveyed by the hand of Heaven that is not Diſcerned ; and when 
the Bread hath been many days upon the Water it is found again, 
and falls into the hands of thoſe that ſucceed them, that firſt caſt- 
it away. And though the Children of ſuch mery may mcet with 
ſtraits, yet I doubt not but that they are the ſpecial care of hea- 
ven, We read a ſad Complaint of a V Vidow, who cryed to 
Eliſha. Thy Servant, my Huband (ſays ſhe) i dead, and thou 
kuowct that thy Servant did fear the Lord, and the Creditor is 
come to take away my two Sons ro be Boga-men,2 Kings 4.1. whoſe 

VVidow this was, the Text tells -us not, but the Jewiſh writers 
do: They ſay ſhe was the V Vidow of Obadiah, and we have no 
cauſe to doubt it. Fhe Time and Character agree well. Thy Ser- 
vant azd fear rhe Lord, fays ſhe : Now, Obadzah feared the Lord 
greatly, 1 Kings 18. 3. See now the Charity of this good man 
rewardedinhis V Vidow and his Sons; -Hehad in a time of Fa- 
minefed an hundred Prophet9with Bread and water, 1'Ksngs 18. 
4. And now God multiplics her little Oyl, and by a miracle pre- 
ſerves the good mans V Vidow and Reſcues her two Sons. 

The very Heatben couldtell.as thavthe gods dealt indulgently 
with:fome men. uparcthe: Nccoprnt.of their Parents and Ancetors, 
Ehatdome men cameto:a Crowe gpenthe Account of a —_ 

| | nat 
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that -was one of their Anceſtors, And perhaps it would be no 
har&matter to reckon upa great many examples to this purpoſe, _ 
But that will not be neegfull : Tis enough God hath ſaid thar he 
will repay the mercifull man. The good man” ſerves God for 
Sreaterends than theſe worldly things. He is ſatisfied rhat he 
ſerves a good maſter when he ſerves God, and *twill be to him 
all one when God makes his word good, He gives perfect cre- 
dit to God, and twill be well for him whether he meet with a re- 
ward-or his c:midrenafter him, whether he meet with it 'in this 
life ot in the next. | | 

I adde, That to ſhew mercy to the poor is the beſt uſe that 
riches can be put to, _ V Vere t not for this, poverty hathr ſeve- 
ral advantages above them. It hath leſs of care, of envy, and 
makes us1eſs obnoxious to an account hereafter, *Tis uſe pives 
riches a colour; that makes them weighty and valuable, and no- 4--5111 n:0us 
thing gives, them & nt as that they give 'us the advan- c/» eltn,/i & 
tage of doing kindne 


es, . This is that which the Apoſtle directs /{ndeat #/4e 
rich mento, viZ: To as goed, to be rich in good works, ready to" 
diſtribute, willing to communicate, laying up in ſtore for thems 
; ſelves a good foundation againſt the time to come, tht they may ay 
bold on eternal life. 1 Tim. 6. 18, 19, | 

E might after all this put you in :nind of many great eWmples 
to provoke us to dogood to the needy, | 

Surely the heathen world will riſe in judgement againſt many 
titular Chriſtians and will condemn them : Though rhey had not 
thoſe obligations upon them to bind them, nor that lig ht to giuae 
them, nor thoſe prom:ſes to incourare them, nor thoſe motives to 
excite them that: we have, yet they went beyond many of us. 
Whatwould they not4o and fuffer for the generall good of their 
Commonwealth ! What hardfhips or death did they refuſe ? 
Curtins and the Decij devoted themſelves to deſtruction for the 
ſafety oftheir Countrey. Quin. Fabis ſold his farm to redeem 
the Captives ofthe Commonwealth. _ The Roman Ceſar reck- 
oned the day loſt in which he had not done a kindneſs ; Another 
ofthe Heathen Emperors thanks the Gods (as his phraſe is) for 14,7, Antoxin. 
two things; that he never wanted relief ffom others,'ind then,that /.4-S. 14. 
when he deſired to relieve a poor man he never wanted means t0 
doit, ' Their Philoſophy had taught them that which we have 
- at learntfrom the ſchool of Chr: , 

| And 
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And yet.we do not want great examples among the ancient 
Chriſtians. |. They loved one another greatly inſomuch that the 
Heathen world took great notice of it,, V Ve read-of ſome men 
that m:de themſelves flaves for the good of others. And Paulinu 
though a Biſhop,ſold himſelf to be a captive to ranſom. a widows 
ſon. Their Charity was ſo great that they.did not onzly give 
their eſtates but very readily expoſed their lives alſo for the ſake 
of their brethren. 

But there is nothing like the example of our Elefſed Saviour: He 
became a Man that he might bring us to God ; He made himſelf 
poor and mcan,that we might be rich and exalted; and that he 
might make way for our Bliſs, he ſubmitted to a ſhamefull and 


pain'ull Death, A miracle of love ! That hath all its dimenſions ; 


and that paſſcth all underſtanding. 
Methinks we of all men ſhould be taught of God to love one a- 
nother ; and (God having loved us ſo greatly) ſhould need no 
motive to perſwade us to love one another, VVe enjoy great 
-bleſſings, and live in the hopes of life and immortality. of joyes 
that cyedoesnot ſce, nor hath ear keard, nor hath it entred into 
mens heart tocon<cive what it is, ; | 
VVellthen let us put theſe things together and we ſhall find 
our {glves conſtrained to ſhew mercy.” Tis in it ſelfa bleſſed work, 
.and will make us like God and our Saviour : VVe ſhall do a 
kindneſs to our ſelves, and profit our neighbour-at once. This 
courſe will eaſe our account hereafter, and adorn our Religion 
here. 'Tis anexcellent way to —_— temporals for etcrnals; 
It does our brother good, and it pleaſeth God. It blefſes our 
ſtore, and keeps the reſt of the Jump from Corrupting. lt brings 
down many bleſſings on our ſelyes and cftates,and on our children. 
If we ſhewno mercy now,'tiz becauſe we dare not Truſt God, or 
wedo not Love him ; V Ve doubt his Truth, or we queſtion his 
Power: Andifwedo, are egregious hypocrites when we-pre- 
tend to any faith in God,or love to our neighbour, Such a faithwe 
may have as will ſave.our Eſtates but will never ſave; our Souls. 
And in vain we pretend to love God when we refuſe torelieve our 
brother, I Shall conclude with the words of the Apoſtle. Whoſo 
hath this worlds goods,and ſeeth bis brother have need,and ſhutteth 
np bis bowe's of compaſſion from bim, how dwelleth the love of God 
in him ? My little Children let us not love in Word, meither vw: 
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Tongue, gets op Krgda Trobe, 1 John 3.17s S. | 
ving premiſcd theſe things, and in that alſo complyed with 
your Requeſt, I ſhall now return to thoſe ſeverals which 1 pro- 
pounded toſpeak to inthe beginning of this Paper. « 
Firſt, I ſhall ſhew how a Man may ſo give Alms-as they may 
turn to his own Account. That is, I ſhall lay before the good 
Man ſome Rules of giving Alms that may ſecare the Daty, and 
make him certain of the Bleſſing, And they arc theſe that fol- 
low, 
1. He muſt do it deliberately, andin cold Blood : That is, he 
mult take care that it be his own Act as much as may be. Hence 
it is that we many times loſe our Reward becauſe the good we 
do was not premeditated and deſigned, it was not the Iſſue and 
Reſult of our purpoſe : We are fermented into a Charitable pa- 
roxiſm or heat by the Example of another; upon ſome ſudden 
ſurprize, to gratifie a preſent humour, or ſome prevailing Paſſion. 
Perhaps, the Poor man ſurpriſes us, and hedoes it in Company ; 
and then wethink our Reputation concern'd, and we give ſome- 
thing; or elſe he follows us with great Importunity, and we give 77 ſunt qu's 


, 


to be rid of his Noiſe, and purchaſe our Q#:et with our A/ms, And 7: { = 

in theſe caſes we give, but did not intend ; we beſtow, hutidid };,. Sm. 

not chooſe : And though 'we may do good in the Evenr, yet we 

Deſizneditnot, And whatever good we do to another, we take 

not a courſe to do a kindneſs to oxr ſelves. And Men ſometimes 

doa kindneſs, and Repent when they have done ic. But that God 

accepts which we do deliberately and of Choice. 'That's our 

Ac which we deſign and purpoſe before hand, For as that can- 

not be called Afalice ( how miſchevous ſoever ) which was not 

fore-thought and intended, no more .can that be called Charny 

( how profitable ſoever otherwiſe ) which was not Deſigned. 

God looks at our purpoſe, and accepts of that which we chooſe 

to do, To this purpoſe are the Apoltles words to be underſtood : »,,,, .» 1! 

Every Man according 4s he purpoſethin his beart, ſo let bim give, aura v2 11 cn 

2 Cor, 9,7...As he purpoſeth in bis beart, i. e. 4s be reſolved in 4 m*me 42 

himſelf before, ſo let him give, as a late Tranſlation hath it. And _ "ond 

ſurely *tisa great Commendation of their Charity, of whom the T;an(li-ion, 

Apoſtle affirmgthat they had begun before, not onely todo, but Prin:<4 a: 

allo to be forward 4 year before, 2 Cor. 8. 10. Tobe forward * by 

werender it, butthe Greek, fignifies to be willing ; Thatis, They ©* 
"dk C ; 


had 
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had of themſelves formed the Deſign the Year paſt, even before 
they were ſpoken to. To which ſence the ſame Tranſlation turns 
q* thoſe words : And that it is the Readineſs of Will and purpoſe 
that God regards is evident from what follows, v. rr, 12. And 
the Apoſite would have the good man-lay by him in ftore what he- 
intends to beſtow in Alms, 1 Cor, 16, 2, And the very Heathen 
| . have Obſerved that many Mendo beſtow their Benefits raſhly and 
Que beneficta © : 
aque magna Without Fudgment, being burried by an impetuous mind, as by a 
non ſunt baben- ſtrong Wind, and he well Obſerves that thoſe kindneſſes and be- 
4a atqueea nefits come-ſhort of thoſe which are done with Fudgment,Conſide- 
a" ag ration, and Conſtancy. So that 'tis very adviſable, that we ſhoul 
conſtanterqgue Þefore hand ſet apart ſo much for the Poor, and then 'tis ours no- 
delara ſunt. longer, and we may beſtow it to no other Uſe than that to which 
Cicero de Oihic ye have Deſigned it ; and after this,it muſt be our care to beſtow 
by it as we ſee molt needful. 
E'yTmY/74 Zu1 2+ The next Rule | would give, is, that he give ſpeedily : As 
Toeopbyl. in lo» we have Opportunity, or whiles we have time let us do good, Gal. 
«41, 6.10. Thatis, let us do it in our Life time, and becauſe our 
Life- is ſhort and uncerfain- alſo, let us do it ſpeedily; Let us 


Ter, Eyes our Overſeers, and our Hands our Executors. 
yetſo 


ood when welye a dying is neither ſo Praiſe-worthy,nor 
To ſafe : Beſides, that he that was long before he did it, was. 

a great while before he was willing, *Tis ſmall Charity to be- 
ftow that which we can keepno longer, and we run a peradven- 
ture inleaving that to others, which we might ſee done our ſelves. 
He takes the wiſeſt courſe that takes the preſent time ; and he 
that does not give preſently, perhaps, will never give at all. In- 
deed our intention is rewardable,but "tis ſo onely when it is ſincere, 
and the beſt Evidence of its ſincerity is to do goag to our Bro- 
ther when 'tis in the power of our hand. And thus Solomon does 
Adviſe us to do, Prov. 3. 27, 28. when we do what we can, our 
good will is Accepted, W wedo not this, we have cauſe to fear 
we uſe a ſubter- refuge. The Apoſtle hath Ruled this caſe ; If there 
be firſt a willing mind, it 15 accepted according to that a man bath, 
and not according to that he bath not, 2 Cor, 8. 12, Our Inten- 
pion is then-accepted when we can go no further. But he that can 
do 19” hr yer delays, - does not do what he can,- and” ac- 
cording to be hath; - Our Time, and with it our Opportu- 
nitics of Yoing good,is flying haſtily fromus, and there is m_ 
COIR 
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dom or. Operation inthe Grave.: It hath been thought good Ad- 
vice that the Jew gave his Scholar, when he bid him Repent one 
day before he dyed; and that hecauſe he did thereby require him 
$0 Repent preſently, becauſe he could not tell but he mightdye 
the nextday. What good'we do, let us do it quickly, or elſe 
perhaps, it will be toolate. How many men have we known pre- 
vented in their Charitable intentions? We know not what a day 
may bring forth. 
* . 3.” Letthe Alms- giver take care that what he gives be the Ef- 
fect of Divine Charity and Kindneſs. This Rule ſhall-not nced 
ſeem ſtrange: For we may give (asthe Apoſtles words ſuppoſe) 
all our Goods to feed the Poor, and our Bodies to be burnt, and 
yet be void of Charity, 1 Cor. 13. 3, VVhatever we do of 
this Nature mult ſeems from the love of God, and be accom- 
mow with a moſt hearty Love to our Brother, whois his Image. 
here may be many Conſiderations may incline usto give; tis our 
Love that mak&s it Rewardable. And then a Cupof Cold V Vater 
given to a Diſciple of Chriſt, 5» tbe Name of a Diſciple, ſhall 
not loſe a Reward, ſat. 10.42. VVe muſt not onely Help,but 
we mult Pity our Brother. Our Religion teaches us Mercy and 
Conpuſien: and we are Obliged by it to Pry as well as to Aid 
our Brother. It Commands us to put on, Bowels of Mer l, 
3.12, The Doctrine of the Sroicks allowed the good manto belp, 
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but forbad him to Pity and Compaſſionate the Needy. But welearng,,.. , Cle- 


todoboth from the Example and the Precepts of our Lord. Our en, 


Alms muſt be the Off-ſpring of our ity and Kindneſs: and 
if we were allowed ro be voidef Pity and Compaſſion, 'tis to be 
feared our Relief would be but ſmall. He is moſt likely to help 


- his Neighbour that hath a great ſenſe of his _— And Chriſti- 


anity hath provided better for the Poor than the Philoſophy of the 
Stoicks. Gift without Kindneſs is like our Prayer without 
Devotion. .Itisnotlike to be great or laſting, or proportionate 
to our Brothers Needs, and the Obligations we areunder tore- 
lieve him. If we love greatly, we ſhall give largely: But if we 
be —_ of bowels, no wonder that we abound not ingood 
WOorKs. | 

4. He that Wives Alms muſt have a great care of Pride and 
tentation, He muſt watch againſ it very ſeverely and diligent- 
Tis our pag Le Too heed that you de not your _ 
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before men to be ſeen of them; otherwiſe ye bave no Reward of* 
your Father which is in Heaven, Therefore when thou deft thine 
Alms, do not ſound a Trumpet before thee 4s the Hypocrites doin' 
the Synagogues, and in the Streets, that they may have Glory of 
Men; Verily I ſay unto you they bave their Reward. But when 
thou doeſt Alms, (let not thy Left hand know what thy Right hand 
docth, That thine Alms may be sn ſecret, and thy Father which 
ſeeth in ſecret ſball Reward thee openly, Mat. 6.7.-+-- Let him 
chaſe away every proud thought that woulTariſc in hismind;and 
remember that when he hath done all he can, he is an unprofita- 
ble Servant : Otherwiſe he gives to himſelf, and not to the Poor. 
He hathanill aim, and he does loſe his Reward. - I am far from 
thinking that we may not give openly, ' and inthe view of others, 
we may do this; and it is ſometimes needful,. and atother times 
convenicnt, We are not ſtrictly. Obliged to give all our” Alms 
privately, But we are indiſpenſably Obliged to avoid Oftenta- 
tion and vain-glory. And becauſe' weſhall be moſt liable to'this 
Temptation when we give publick]y, therefore it is ſafeſt that we 
doitin ſecret,,, He that gives muft have no other aim but to do 
good, and toapprove himſelf to God,. NG 
* 5a that gives mult do. it without afy hopes of Amends'or 

c 


ion, He mult lo$k for nothing back again : *Tis our Sa- 

viours Rule, Do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and 

your Reward ſball be great, &c. Lukes, 35.. Wemay Lawfully 
have reſpect to the recompence of , a; future yeward.,” But 

mult have a great care, that Wet hoy this froth them wh 

we relieve, ul , f = 5; _ aw Wy ET a> 3 ;< Sha""y (hag 
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Give to bim that agkgth thee, . and from bim that whatd 

thee turn thou net away, Mat: 5. 42. y - of thine Ei 

bin if be thith, give him, Drinks Rom. 12.26; 
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that our Brother wants, this mak 

cy. Though he be a Res oa » Ng. uh Fl 
relieve him, - Though he be. of anpthe 
Religion, a Stranger, andan Alien, 
belp bvim;; Where the Neceſſity is egy, 
poog mantinPys white is wob, he 
nolt. And provided we give not wh 
an Evil man, we mult give to lime, 


the way to give Alms tothe greanft Advantage. 
extends, the more like it is tothe Love of God! Fot though we 
forir begins at home (\ahd 1 wiſh it did fir with many of us end 
thete tos) yet it mult go farther off, 'to-our greatelt Enemies, 
and the worit of men, it it be genuine, and of the tight ſtamp. .* 
7. He-multdo it with great Cherfulneſs and Alacrity;not grudg- | 
ingly, or'of "Neceſſity," for:God loveth a chearful prver; 2 Cor g. 
7: Twas thevradvice of S#acrdes ; In all thy Gifts thew 2 thear- 
ful Countenatice, Ecelin: 35. 9: "E& us not-need Craning'and 
Skrewing u upto fo Blefſed a work.” He &© an HI Sonl diet that fol: 
towt bis Leader with Sighs, *Godis not pleaſed with the Sacrifice 
that we bring unwillingly : In Complyance with this Rule let us 
giveas we would'receive.” Let us do it before we are asked ; Let 
us 'ſeek-afrer Objefts of off Compaſſion, Let bs prevent with 
kindneſs, and be before rantWith our Brother, Let'is'make it 
appear that wereas willing to give, as the Needy to receive. 
There are-ſome Caſ&ifl\whichiye mnt do thus. ' Spme men tive 
nothing left but great Needs and great Modeſty 7 . Here we mult 
ſeek out, and Enqvire.” \ ' 
1ſhall yorneed to ſay; after all this, that h&ihar tves Alms, 
maſtgive what is' by ww That * ey *ſoppoſeg.” "He. m 
ficlt be-Juftand þiy His aa bs if [=-he 
does but Rob one to give to; Mp, eve! that 
fuch Als will artone for his" ap! WIRES 
- And Mas; Sit7 1 hivethewi HOW wrt tre: 4gectovuroun Ad- 
ap am 
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X-all.- nt Bohr Yhappy Ir many men” A they Had 
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underſtand Our intereſt better. But] proceed toſhew 

Secongly, How a good man may ſo give alms as may turn to 
the te: advantage of the receiver, and do him that! takes | 
them the greateſt god. 

It will be acedfull to conſider well here. . For fo it is that the 
good manis often deceived, and what he gives ſometimes trrng 
to no-account, ſometimes to an evil one, -and does very frequent- 
ly fall ſhortof the greateſt and beſt advantage. And1 have often 
thought it well worth the while to ſtudy the art of giving wiſely, 
'Tis with Alms as with feed ; All does not proſper that is ſcatter- 
ed abroad, it requires ſome skilland care to. caſt it well abroad 
that it be not loſt : And though we are obliged to give, and te do 

Beneficia in it liberally, yet we-muſt take care that we do it not-negligently. 
wulzws com Indeed ſome will be loſt, and no wiſdom canprevent it, but then 
largiri inftitu- jt muſt be our care to place our Alms as well as we can. And we 
17-40 res muſt not ceaſe to give becauſe we have ſometimes placed our 
—_—_ *" Almsill, but have the more cauſe tocontrivethem to the beſt ad- 
bene. vantage. In the Morning ſowe thy ſeed, and in the Evening 
with-hold not thine hand : For thou knoweſt not whether ſhall pro- 
ſper, either this or that, or whether they both ſhall be alikg good, 
(Ecd, 11. 6;) Now whatI have wekeri is matter -may be 
comp ing ſeveralls, | 


fi 
I, lmegiver obliged to find fit objets of hischar- 
mw yr red oomant roman rat pap kind- 
nels. itm our firſt,caretofind.out to whom we ma 
* Pars ſacrilegi; give iththe greateſt ny q 'Tis A kind ohowiborgs 4 
eff rem paupe- give 2 e5 moneyto l are notpoor. "tis nexs to 
rum daye non Jt to be oasra ins. nn ry and leaſt reaſon to 
| _ aq give.” Weare not only to conſider what we are togive, but to 
 Pammachium, whom, And wherethere WO FROG pI "gy 
we cy ve areto conſider whom we are obliged te 
Wer 2" So I TT DT 
through want of employment, through lickneſs, and- a 
charge of children; os for want of to buy in ſock, 
doitar the beſt hand fall into great neceſities, ere are 
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LY 


cefſitics, and uſe al honeſt artsto geta poor lively-hood, e 
arenot able to get bread, There are ſome ws re them thae 
with feaſonable relief, and with the loane ofa little money would 
. have been able to have ſupported, and to have employed them- 
felves and others about them, and by their labours have ſublited 
comfortably z But for want of ſuch-help, have been either ftar- 
ved, or have fallento beggery ; if not to that, which is worſe 
than _— them, diſhoneit and unjuſt courſes. The poor man 
lies r a great temptation to doubt of Gods Providence and 
care ; and throughour cruelty, we let him ſink-under hig load, 
and he falls under the temptation, and caſts off the fear of God, 
and the poor man ſteals and looſes his precious and immortal fouL 
I cannot reflet upon theſe things without ſome conſternation of 
mind to think that there ſhould be ſuch things among us under the 
Profeſſion of ſo-Excellent a Religion as ours is, ' It is great charity 
£0 enquire after ſuchas theſe. - And that we muſt do. or elſe-we 
ſhall not find them out. ' And I-could wiſh that fome good men in 
oy Ward or Pariſh would give themſelves the: care of inf 
ing themſelves of the number of fuch houſe-keepers about the C 
ty, It would' be a blefſed work to- find them in orden to their 
help and relief. doubt not but thereare many men would. rcadil 
contribute towards the u theſe psorfamilies.. Alt todo 
what we can towards it;is'a very great aftof charity and Com- 
= « For certainly it is a greater kindneſs to keep a man from 
ling, than it is to hift him up when he is down; And *tis much 


reater charity to k merhoiing than. 'tis. to: relieve 
them afterwards: A vpho ing families we do 
notonely keepthemfrom butidleneſs, andall the diſmal 


eonſcquencesthat are wont'ts wait-uponit : 1 deny not but there 
-may be charity in giving to begger, but Iam fare there isqpuch 
greater charity in preventing beggery. And if. he do good that 
' gives ebeggeriyet he does'it more uncertainly, ahd:15 ſometimes 
'deceived; art helps tonouriſh a vice. when. he thinks to help a. 
- poor man. When we givetobi we times know not 
- what we do, and what we give i ſomctimes loſt; and: neither 
_ good - _—_ —_— \Buthe that helps the-maſter 
of a poor family,and aids hisdiligence,helps a grearmany at once : 
Teiss reief » tha and all that d upon. him. There are 
- ome thatdo not fall alone, and yo them» from: ſinking is 2. 
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Pc anrves ang all their poor dependants. -There are ſome 

Tradeſmen that cannot fail-bug- Tele ellen input 

iſbmens of many. others.:: And here1 cannot but, wiſ- 

dom and-Charity of thoſe Perſons, who have taken great care of 
the poor of Northampton, fince that Town was burnt. There hath 

been ſome Relief ſent thither from well-diſpoſed Chriſtians (I pray 
Godincreale mens Charity to thatafflicted place) to be beitow- 

eduponthe poor. - And ( as lam 1nformed ) it hath been wiſely 

Diſtributed. Thoſe that had the careof it giving larger pro a | 
tions of it to thoſe Men who were Traders; and Employed 0 

poor People nnder them. | Andin doing ſo, they re —_ 

at once, and preſerved among them the Trade and Employment 


of the Town. 
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12, They are the care of God, and they ought to be ours, 

I add, that the Condition of Priſoners is very pitiable : I mean 
thoſe that are Impriſoned for ſmall Debts, or that arc detained for 
want of Fees. And there are many ſuch, who for want of a lit- 
tle Money are bereft of their Liberty. which is ſo dear to us all. 
And beliicsthat, they Live miſerably in thoſe places,and are no: 
onely rendred Uſeleſs Members of the Common wealth, but are 
(1 ſear too frequently ) Debauched in their manners in thoſe pla- 
ces. But what the Condition of theſe Men is, and upon what 
ſmall Accounts they are frequently detained there, I necd not in 
this place repreſent to you, who have been the Happy Inſtru- 
ment of Delivering great Numbersof them from their Confine- 
ment, 

I ſhall npt necd to ſay that the Redeeming of Slaves from their 
Captivity is another great act of Mercy. For if a Priſon at home 
be grievous, what mult it be to be in Slavery among Infidels and 
Unbeliievers ? 

There are many other Objects of Compaſſon, and ways of 
beltowing wealth to great and Noble purpoſes, viz. The putting 
poor Children to School ( which I wiſh were the publick Care 
andCharge,as much as the providing for their Bodily ſubſiſtance;) 
the encouraging hopeful Students that are forced out of want to 
leave the Schools of Learning too ſoon ; Buying proviſions when 
they are cheap, and Selling them out again without gain to the 
poor when they ape dear,c>c. But I muſt remember that 1 am con- 
fined, and have not the Liberty to enlarge now : perhaps,l may 
hereafter have time to ſpeak more largely of the ſeveral waysand 
honelt arts of doing good in the world, For there are more ways 
of doing good than Alms-giving :. And I am now limited to that 
Argument, and muſt not trouble you with too long an Epiltle, 

2. The Alms-giver that would with his Charity do the moſt 
good to the Poor, will do well ſo to contrive his Alms, that the 
Receiver may perceive he intends him a farther: kindneſs : My 
meaning is, let every good Man aim at the good of his Brothers 
Soul in the Mercy he ſhews him. This is the Nobleſt kindneſs of 
all;Let the PoorMandiſcern that he that Relieves the Needs of his 
Body, hath a greater Deſign upon him, and that he aims at his 


Eternal welfare, Our Saviour went about doing good :; ang 
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ſo it was that his works he did were ſuch as did at once give Re- 
lief and Inſtrultion, And whenhe ſhewed Mercy to the Bodves, 
he did at the ſame time ſhew another to the Souts of Men, His 
Miracles were Demonſtrations, not of his Power alone, but of 
his Kindneſs alſo. And that was not a ſingle kindneſs neither, but 
a double one. V Vhen he confirmed his Doctrine, he healed the 
Sick, and reſtored the Blind. And as the Sick and Blind received 
a great Advantage in their Sight and Health, ſo did the Souls of 
Men as he confirmed his Doctrine, and by that means ſtrength- 
, ned our Faith, Our Saviours Relicf and Inſtruction went toge- 
ther - And as he fed the Multitude , ſo he T axght them too. 
When he Cured the Body of him that had been infirm thirty eight 
Jearh he is alſo mindful of his Soxl, and bids him ſin 10 more , 

eſt ſome worſe thing overtake him. Qur Alms give us a great 
Advantage of doing good to Mens Souls, For by them we may 
encourage Vertue and fincere Piety. And then we do Effectually 
recommend it when we do Reward it. And he that Reccives a 
bounty, will liſten to our Inſtruction and Advice : Our Libera- 
lity joyned with our Exhortations will render them more likely 
to prevail, , 

"Tis an incredible Force that Xindneſ# hath, it will prevail 
were all other ways are ineffectual, And when this kindneſs is 
joyned with the Evidence of Truth, we ſhall be molt likely to 
prevail, When Mercy and Truth meet thus together, it may 
be hoped they may prevail upore the ſinner tolead a New Life. I 
have often thought, that if he that Preaches to the Poor could 
plentifully Relieve them alſo, he would not fail of great Succeſs. 
He mult be a very Obdurate ſinner that could ſtand out againſt 
the Evidence of Truth, and the Force of Mercy and Compaſſion, 
Truth'it ſelf hath a mighty Energy and Force, and 'twould alone 
prevail upon us if we would ſufter it, Exercere regnum ſuum, to 
Rule over us. But if we joyn Mercy with it *twill be greatly 
ſtrengthned. *Twere to be withed that all the Miniſters of Re- 
ligion were able to relieve the Needy: They might by this means 
( with Gods bleſſing) render their Sermons and other Spiritual 
Advices more available. They might with their Charity they 
ſhew their Bodics, win ypon their Souls; and be Inſtruments gf 
the Salvation of more of rheix People. However, they _ 
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Men muſt Deſign this in- the Almsthey do beſtow : VVe 
are Obliged to relieve the poor, but eſpecially the Fouſhold of 
Faith, Gal. 6, 10, And if they are to be firſt regarded, 'twill 
be great Charity to endeavour to increaſe that Number, and by 
our Alms to encourage Godlineſs and Vertue, And therefore 
when we give, let our Alms ſerve the ends of Piety and real good- 
neſs; let them advance as much as may be the good of Souls. 
Let us give, eſpecially to thoſe that are good, to thoſe that fre- 
quent the publick worſhip of God, to thoſe that are willing to 
ſubmit to Inſtruftion, and to thoſe eſpecially that bring up their 
Children well. Let us riſe in our kindneſs as we diſcern them 
more. diligent in Gods Service. VVe may with our other Alms 
give go0d Books, ſuch as may ſerve to their Inſtrution and De- 
votion, and enjoyn them to a conſtant attendance upon the wor- 
ſhip of God. Ina word, let usſo give; that the Poor Man may 
perceive we -have higher and more generous deſigns upon him, 
than what concerns this preſent Life: That he may Learn to ſer 
ſome price upon his Soul which he finds-ys to value and prize at 
an high rate, ) | 

3. Tis Adviſable, that the Alms-giver beſtow his Charity 
with his own hands: That he do both inquire out for the Needy, 
and afterwards Relieve them himſelf. Let him goto Priſons, to 
the Houſes of the pooreſt, examine their ſtore 
their Neceſſities. Let him viſit Sick and Wounded poor People, 
and dreſs their Wounds with his own Hands if he can, or at leaft 
ſee them Dreſſed, 'Tis a kindneſs to help the Poor with our Purſe ; 
but'tis a greater to viſit them our ſelves, and to beſtow our Cha- 
rity with our own Hands, The good Mans Preſence adds anew 
Kindneſs to his Alms. The Sick and the Poor are:Refreſhed with 
the Company and Converſation, as well as the'Alms of the good 
Man. The Preſence of the Charitable Man revives them : They 
are-joyedto think that they are not altogether Neglefted. Be- 
ſides, the good Man by this means will be ſure the Work which 
/ he intended, is done. He cannot fear a miſcarriage now, and 

he hath a fair Occaſion of Commending Vertug and _— to 
the poor heviſits, and hisCounſel is moſt gy prevail. Be- 


ſides. by this means he will better [Learn to*pity the Aficted, 
and to Bleſs God for what be _ enjoys. *Twere well = 
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would now and then go to Priſons and Hoſpitals, and the pooreſt 
Houſes and Families. This courſe would be much for our own 
Intereſt and the Poors alſo, 'Tis a moſt Chriſtian Office to do 
this , And would well become Perſons of the greatelt Quality 
and the faireſt Circumſtances. But this may not be expected; 
there will be but few that will take this care upon them. And, 
perhaps, ſome cannot bear it, and others cannot find time through 
the urgency and multiplicity of their other Aﬀairs. Such as theſe 
however ought to help with their Eſtates, and whoever doth 
ſo doth well : Butthen *tis Adviſable in the next place, ' 


4. That he make uſe of Men of great Integrity to beſtow his 
Charity for him.. Thanks be to God there are thoſe that ſpend a 
oreat part of their time in finding out and helping the Poor, There 
are thoſe that carry on Charitable Deſigns, and Labour greatly in 
it. And I know ſome ſuch whom Malice it ſelf can hardly fatten 
an Accuſation upon; Men who do deſign, and by the aſſiſtance of 
others, Effect great things ; ſuch works of. Charity and Com- 
paſſion, that no Man can doubt but he hath ſufficient grounds both 
to'truſt the Men, and encourage their work, And indeed it is 
very needful there ſhould be ſome fuch Men as theſe eſpecially 
about this great City, The Apoſtles ( when the Vamber of Di- 
ſciples was multiplyed) thought fit to conſtitute certain Officers 
on purpoſe to take care of the Poor, As 6. And there had need 
be always a number of Men attending upon this great Aﬀair : 
And they had need be men very Exemplary for Piety, men of 
Leiſure and Eſtates, of great Prudence and Humility ; of a mer- 
ciful temper, and an inflexible Juſtice : Men that are great Lovers 
of Picty and true goodneſs where ever they meet it : Not Devo- 
ted fondly to one Sect or party of Men, nor yet Admirers of 
Theories and Speculations-of Nice and Curious Opinions. - And 
belidesall this, if they had the favour and allowance of publick 
Authority, and enabled. with power alſo, they might be greatly 
Serviceable to the Community,  *Tis true, every Pariſh hath by 
Law certain Men appointed to. be Over-feers of the-Poor : And 
though this proviſion which the Law hath made be good, yet.it is 
ſtill a Queſtion, whether it be ſufficient or not. We know that 
theſe Men are Choſen in Courſe and Order, according to the 
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Houſes, or by their ſtanding and continuance in their ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes. And then it may be ſuppoſed it may ſometime happen 
that thoſe may be choſen that are not fir for that Employment , 
either becauſe they are men that cannot aftord to-attend upon that 
work, or for want of ſome other qualification which that Office 
does require. Beſides, they are limited in their Office, and re- 
ceive thcir Laws as well as their Supplies from the Neighbour- 
hood that choſe them : And though they are Obliged to keep 
men from (tarving ( if Complaint be made) yet they are fre- 
quently over-charged with the Numbers of & Poor they take 
the care of, Andthere are other works of Mercy that we ought 
tv be concerned for beſides the bare preſerving the Poor from 
ſtarving. Beſides all. that hath been ſaid, the Modeſt man that 
Complainsnotis all this while unprovided for, When the ſeven 
Deacons were Choſen to diſpenſe the Charity of the Church, 'ris 
ſaid, that the Number of the Diſciples was Multiplied, And thoſe 
words, perhaps, may intimate to us the Occaſion of chooſing 
theſe Othcers. What the Number of the Diſciples was then,we 
are not indeed certain; but yet we do not Read before that, of 
any determinate Number above that of Five Thouſand in all, At 
4.4. And how many of them were poor, and {tood in Need of 
Relief we know not; but yet ſuppoling the poor among them 
many, there were ſeven Deacons to provide for them : And very 
probable it is that ſome of our Pariſhes may have as many poor 
as were among(t them, though not ſo many Devout and Pious 
men to take care for their Relief, I am ſure” that the Relief of 
the poor is the Common Intereſt, and I ſee not but there might 
well be appointed ſome Common Patrons and Fathers of the Poor, 
who might make it a Common Care, When the Deacons. were 
Choſen and ſet apart by the Apoſtles, 'tis ſaid immediately there- 
upon, T bat the Word of God Increaſed, and the Number of the 
Diſciples multiplied in Jeruſalem greatly,and a great Company of 
the Prieſts were Obedient to the Faith, Acts6.7. That was the 
Conſequent of that Bleſſed work. And certain I am that *tis much 
for the Intereſt and Advancement of Religion, that all its poor 
Proſelytes be well provided for. And 'tis a work truly pious'to 
contrive a mean how this may be done, and contribute what we 
can towards it, | 
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5. He that would do.moſt good;with his Alms will do well fo 
to beſtow them that the receiver may be kept from 1dleneſs as 
well as ſtarving. He that keeps men at workdoesa double kind- 
neſs : He provides them with bread andemployment too, [I 
ſhall not need to repreſent huw many are the ſad-conſequents, and 
temptations of-a poor and an idle life. It is ſometimes greater 
charity to lendthan to give, He that lends a trading man encou- 
rages his diligence; and the borrower takes pains that he may re- 
pay. It would be a great charity to employ thoſe that are able 
to work, and 'tis no charity to relieve thoſe that will not. It would 
be of great advantage to the community to find out a way to em- 
ploy all that are able to work : And as it would beno hard mat- 
ter todoitin the city,with the united charity of many, ſo it would 
eaſe us of many begging people, and prevent their growing num- 


bers. 

I ſhall onely adde to what I have ſaid that it is adviſable that he 
that gives do it ſeaſonably; we ſay, he gives twice that gives 
quickly. A ſeaſonable releif prevents a greater charge. 'Tis 
much eaſier to, prevent the fall ofan houſe than to build it up when 
it is once down. | 

And thus Sir, I have given you my thoughts how a good man 
may give tothe beſt — to himſelf, and to the greateſt pro- 
fit of the receiver. But ſtill there are very many will deſire to be 
excuſed from giving Alms, and that becauſe they arenot able. 
And indeed if they are not they have a juſt excuſe. But' there are 
too many pretend this. becauſe they are not willing, and too 
many others who render themſelves unable by their negligence 


- andill husbandry.Iſhall therefore ſhew 


Thirdly, How.a good man may ſo order his affairs as to have 
ſomething to beſtow. 

I make no queſtion but that a proviſion might be raiſed for the 
poors releif and employment without hazarding mens eſtates, or 

reatly impairing tkem, which is the Infidel objeCtion that world- 
3 men have againſt works of mercy : And how-this .may be 
done | am now to ſhew. 

Firlt, by.retrenching. of ſuperfluities. There. are. very many 
that Trifle away.thoſe Summs yearly which if. they were united 
would amount toa very great treaſure, big enough Danny 

a 
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and relieve preat numbers of indigent. We might fave much 
which we ſpend inrewperately,” we eat anddrink not only largely, 
but we do it with great Art, and Coft. That which we might 
ſpare would preſerve the poor from hunger and from ſtarving; 
and we our ſclves would enjoy a greater health, and have lefler 
accounts to give hereafter. *Tis for our heakth to eat and drink 
ſparingly, and it may turnto the great advantage of the poor 


advantage to the poor ; What we ſpend in this vanity would ſerve 


. 6 Ems, 
here, and of our ſelves hereafter. Again, we ſpend much in our os re 
attire that might be ſaved without any loſs to us, and with great jay ne paſe 
C38 DINC Pals 
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to cloath many that want a Covering. What we trifle away in ,&anc. 1.5, 
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dime ; 


Sports and Shows, in Games and W agers, in unneceſſary Beufts, c. 12. 


and ſupernumerarie Servants, in Viſits and Feaſtings, inneedleſs 
Journeys, and avoidable Law-fvits,-in purſuing our vain and am- 
bitious Deſires, would ſerve to many and great purpoſes, We 
might at as cheap a rate build Hoſpitals, erect Work-houſes 
found Schools, maintain young Students, endow ſinall Vicarages; 
ina word, do Great and Noble works, where now we trifle;and 
ſpend our money for that which does not profit. But beſides that 
we ſpend much in this trifling manner, we ſpend very much upon 
our (ins and follies. And they that have nothing for a poor widow 
or fatherleſs child, that begs for the Lords ſake, have it for their 
luſts and follies. They maintain their vices at great rates when 
they refuſe to give 4 little to a charitable work. How often do 
men contend at a Tavern who ſhall pay the ſcore, when they 
will refuſe the next objec of Charity that offers it ſelf They are 
our Luſts undo us, and not our Charity. If we loved our God, 
we ſhould love onr Brother ; And if we did this as we onght, we 
ſhould deny our ſelves ſome things that his wants might be ſupply- 
ed. And certainly our love is very cold if we cannot part with an 
ornament, Or 2 vanity to ſupply his rea/Inceds. We may help 
him and not hxrt our felves : Whatis to vs ſaperfluons, and we 
can well ſpare, will relieve his xeceſſities. It aftonifhes me when 
I ſee how many abotmd in all the Comforts of life, even to the 
reateſt ſuperfluity, and yet have no fenſe of theſe men that want 
ma Anditis fomething ſtrange to me how theſe men cen ſleep 
quietly amid all their abundance and ſuperfluity with which their 
houſes areftored, when fo many of their poor — 
ea 


32 


Que ntilitas eft 


parietes ſulge- 


re 2emmus, el 
Chriſtum in 
paupere pert- 


clitari?Hieron. 


Ad Pammas« 
ehium, 


| Charity direFed; Or, - | 
bread to eat, and garments to hide their nakedneſs, Methinks 


they ſhould take little pleaſure in their pomp and paiety if they 
did but conſider the needs of thoſe that want releif. 


Secondly,By giving that or part of that which is looked on by us 
as very contingent, or deſperate, - and which we ſer little by, and 
do not much eſteem. As for example, ſuppoſe a man ſome time 
play at innocent games for his recreation,and play for ſomething ; 
'Tis to be ſuppoſed a wiſe and good man will play for no more 
than he is willing to loſe, and then he may well beſtow that upon : 
the poor, or ſome proportion of it: Or again, ſuppoſe he do not 
play, yet methinks he may ſet aſide ſo much as he would be well 
content to loſe. Again, ſuppoſe a man receives a deſperate debt, 
which he gave for loſt (and ſuch things do ſometimes happen) or 
have goods arrived which he was informed, and did believe 
were loſt, inthis caſe methinks he ſhould be inclined to give at 


Plutarch.Queſt. leaſt ſome proportion to the poor out of gratitude to God : For as 


Roman, 


of old thoſe men that were thought to be dead were nct received 
into their houſes the ordinary way ; ſo why ſhould we not ſepa- 
rate ſome part of theſe goods at leaſt, and by this means procure 
a bleſſing upon the reſt ? We ſometimes recover what we value 
at a great rate, and that againſt the rules of reaſon and beyond our 
hopes, and in this caſe we may very well ſpare a part of its price 
at leaſt upon the poor : And may reaſonably believe that God 
preſervedit tons for this very.end, The ſame is the caſe of Lot- 
teries of all forts : He that uſes them renders what he has the 
certain poſſcſhon of uncertain and contingent, and ſure 0:ir chari- 
ty is ſmall if we cannot devote that tothe ſervice of the poor which 
we are content to render uncertain to our ſelves. Again, 4 good 
man falls into the hands of Thieves and Robbers: He is ſurpriz- 
ed and they are about to rifle him, and he thinks he comes off 
well without the loſs of his life ; but at that moment ſome compa- 
ny intervenes, andthe good man is preſerved, and all he had is 
ſafe ; Inthis caſe 'tis hard if he have not ſo much Charity to give 
ſomething of what he ſaves to the poor, when he wou!d readily 
have parted with all of it to theſe violent men. Or thus ; we have 


a ſuit at Law, and are very like to be caſt,and in our thoughts give 
, up our cauſe, but ſome unexpected providence intervenesand we 


get 
þ 
| 


 andnot Charity, God hath not determined the pypportion, but 


; a Wei 5 Cle, thr +> wh bo 
OOTY CITI ACA TEINS 
| 


{Ends 55 
the way toi 


| fo ateſt 4c vantage. LE 
ap: ene ig. caſe we ſhall do well to lay aſide ſomething 
'to a cha uſe: Once more, Thoſe men that trade much, 
- make frequent Hargaines and ſales : Apd fo it is, the buyer 
heates down the price, and at length he and the ſeller are near an 

agreement ; The difference is ſmall that thea remaines, and uſu- 
ally it is parted (and ſometimes aſter aſſeverations on both ſides , | 
f© the contrary) but ſuppoſe every trading man that deals for v7; 

reater matters would inſtead of dividing the ſmaller ſum, con- [2 

ent that it ſhould be laid aſide for the p2or : In doing ſo a ſtock 
would ſoon be raiſed towards the releif of the poor, and a great 
bleſſing would attend upon this. way of trading. Thus it every 
fale ſomething might be laid by, and but little felt, That this is 4 
very uſuall practice in fone plages1 have heard,and can tell where 
itisinuſe in this City, and could wiſh *twere more common than 
itis. Iamſure there are ſome things we may part with and not 
feel which would be towards the poores relcif a great ſupply. 


Thirdly, By ſetting a ſide a certain proportion of our yearly 
Gains, There are ſome lay up, and add yearly to their eſtate,ard 
theſe men cannot plead poverty : Now if ſuch men as theſe 
would before hand reſolve to lay afide a certain proportion of 
their yearly gains, they would do but what becomes thawy-well, 
and this courſe would raiſe a great ſtock for thoſe that need, This 
laying by for the poor the Apoſtle commends, and he does it in 
words that riſe higher than what I have mentioned. Upon the 
firſt day of the week let every one of you lay Y/ him in ſtore as God 
hath proſpered him, that there be no gatherings when I come, 

1 Cor;16.2. As God hath proſpered him, ſo we render thoſe 

words, But they are obſerved to import ſomething more ; For 7 nt &; but 
"tisnot [4 ] inthe text, but [ whatſoever 7] I ſhallnot there- #7 «7 

fare preſs men to give away all their gains; The caſe may be pre- 

ſumed extraordinary which the Apoſtle commends, but yet ſtill a 

proportion we ſhall do well to lay by, and this men may do with- 

out any fear of waſting their eſtates. I ſhall not undertaks to 

preſeribe what proportion this ought to be.- I do not upon 

it asa thing preſcribed, and Yf it were it would be ftrict Juſtice 


every, good man mult conſider what is becoming an a” 
| E 
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and have a care he do not take too ſhort Meaſures. There have 
been very Men that 1 could tell you of, that have laid aſide 
the tenth of their Income to Charitable Uſes, and theſe Men have 
ſeen cauſe doubtleſs ſo to do. I ſhall not now enquire into the 
Reaſons of their pitching upon that proportion: Methinks it fhoyld 


* not be thought an unreaſonable thing to invite Men to imitate 


them, at leaſt ſo far, as to lay by the tenth of their Yearly gains 
and increaſe, if not the tenth of their Tearly Income, That we 
are Ob'iged to lay by ſome conſiderable proportion, no man can 
doubt, that conſiders one thing, and that is, what was required 
of, and practiſed among the Jews, | 


And here Iſhall take an occaſiFh to conſider what proviſion God 
made for the poor under the Law of Adoſes : And one would 
think we ſhould eaſily believe that we ought not to come ſhort of 
what they were obliged to, under the Goſpel of our Blefſed Savi- 
our. And the proviſjon that we find amongſt them, . was this 
which follows. 


7. The Third Years Tithing, which is called among the Jewiſh 
Writers, The Tithe of the Poor. Every third Year they were 
oblige to ſct apart the Tenth of their Increaſe ( which far cx- 
ceeds the Tenth of Rent) for the Uſe of the poor, Det. 14. 28. 
26.12, We ſhould think this a great proportion, it being ( if 
we diſperfe it into every Year proportionibly ) no leſs than the 
Thirticth part of every Years growth and increaſe, 


2. The $Sabbatical Year. Every ſeventh Year their Land 
was to reſt (and then the Owners of the Land were neither tg 


Sow nor Reap, nor claim propriety ) and that too that the Poor 


of the People might Eat, Exod. 23,11. 


3, The prohibition of Uſury, Which without doubt muſt 
needs bea great Advantage tothe poor, And that Ulſury ip this 
caſe was ſtrictly forbidden,is plain, Exd.22. 25, Deut. 23.19. 
And leſt we might ſuppoſe that in this caſe men were not Obli- 
ged to Lendy and to Relieve their Brothers Needs, it was ex- 
preſly Commanded notwithſtanding this prohibition , _ war 

| - ould +» 
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ſhould religve their poor Brethren, Lev. 25; 35. - And ſurel | 
this prohibition of Uſury was a great Relief to the Neceſſi:ous.” 
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4. The Law which Related to theirReaping, whenthey were 
liged toleave the Corners of their Fields as well as the Glear - 
1ngs of their Farveſt, Lev. 19.9. 23.22, And whateverthele ;.. a. a0: 
Gleanings were, yet ſurethe Corners of their Fields were con- by * LN = 
fidegable which they left ſtanding and nnreaped for the poor. For :an:b 4ni: m. 
though the Law did not dftermine how much of the Ficld they < r. 

were to leave, yet we are told by one of the+Jewiſh Writers, 
that no leſs than one parFof ſixty was the proportion @judged 
meet by their Wiſe Men, 


5. The Law that related to the forgotten Sheaf, the GathTr- 
ing their Olives and Grapes. This was another Merciful pro- 
viſion for the poor : Wher thou C utreſt down thine Harveſt in thy 
"Field, and haſt forgot a Sheaf in the Field, thois ſhalt not go 

again to fetch it, it ſhall be for the Stranger, for the Fatherleſ;, 
and for the Widow ;, that the Lord thy God may bleſs The in all 
the work of thine Hands, When thox beateſt thine Olive-tree, 
thou ſhalt not go over the mw; up atain, it ſhall be for the ſtranger, 
for the Fatberleſs, and for the Widow, Whenthou Gathereſtthe 
Grapes of thy Vineyagd, thou ſhalt not Glean it afterward; it 
ſhall be for the ſtranger, for the Fatherleſs, and for the Igdow, 
Deut, 24. 19,20,21. 


6. The Law that Required Alms-giving among the#Jews. 
They were Obliged to open their Hand gride untothe poor, Dexr. 
15. 8. Andthis Law of Alms-giving fhe Author above-named 
mentions over and above «hoſe other Laws above-named in |: 
vour of the poor. He tells us that they were Obliged to this 
riore than the other affirmative precepts. And, that 'twas the 
Cuſtom it 1ſrae! oe amongſt them ColleQors for the pour, 
that from the begifhing to ths end*of the Week Gathered and 
Diſtributed alms : They had their Cheſts, the ſmall and greater, 


that Livedelſe-where : and he puts the-Caſe that a poor Man beg 
of his Neighbour to rclieve his Necds, andthat his Neighbour 
8 F 3-\ pI d þ 44 
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be not able to ſopply all his NOS, how far in this Caſe he 
ſtands Obliged'to relieve him : and his anſwer is, that to-give 


" hima fifth part of his Goods towards hisrelicf, is generous; to 


oive him a tenth, is Moderate, but to give himleſs, is an argu- 
ment of an Evil Eye. 


I ſhall not need to ſay any more-than this, that he that ſoweth 
ſpa ingly,ſhall reap ſparingly ; "and the leſs Mercy we ſhew,'the 
leis we thall receive, I ſhall onely add the Excellent words of 
the Apogle: Eyery man according as be purpoſeth in his hearty 


ſo let him give; not grudgingly, or of Neceſſity, for God loveth 


a chearful Giver, And God ts able to make all Grace abound 
romards vou, that ye always baving all ſufficiency in' all things , 
may abound to every good work,, 2. Cor. 9. 7,8, 


Fourthly, By denying our ſelves ſome little ſatisfaction, that * 
we may have ſomewhat to beſtow npon the poor. And here will 
be room {pr Perſons of mean Eſtates to ſhew kindneſſes to the 
Poor. We ought to pleaſe our Neighbonr for his good, and 
'twill be wo.ch our while to da it with ſome Diſpleaſure to our 
ſelves. Suppoſe now we go in Cloaths that are cheap and plain, 
that we cat ſomewhat the leſs, that we avgzd ſome innocent Di- 
vertiſement, and what we ſave this wdy give to the poor, Our 
BookMomewhere tell us, that when Tarentum was Beſieged b 
the Romans , their Neighbours at Rhegium Faſted every bak 
day, apd ſentto the Beſieged the Victuals whichthey ſhould have 
eaten themſelves; A rare Example of Heathens, and that which 
may ſhame many Titula& and falſe Chriſtians. . If the Love of 
God be in us, we ſhall not think much to Faſt, 'and to beſtow 
the Meal we ſave upon our hungry, and almoſt ſtarved-Brother. 
And for usthus to Faſt will be acceptable to God, and profitable 
to our Brother. And we have but little ſenſe of Godsdtupendtz 
60s Mercy and kindneſs to us if we -refuſe t#do more for our. 
Brother than this amounts to. It will well become us when our 
Brothers Neceſſities are great, to deny our ſelves thoſe things 
which we might elſe very. Lawfully allow to our ſelves, , lt was, 
Very ill CharaQter the Prophet gave of J/racl, where hetells us, 
That thty did lie wpon Beds of Ivory, and ſtretcht themſelves =_ 
thei 
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their Callches, that th hang o the f\igndt of the Viel; "arid in 

vente 7 ae + of Muſick, and d5d rink Wind 
in Bowls, aid annoint themſelves with rhe chief Oyntment, "when 
inthe mean time they were not grieved for the Afﬀtittion of Foſepby 
Amos 6. 4; 5,6.  * Twas generouſly ſaid by Uriah, when he was 
perſwaded to go to his Houſe after his return from the Camp. 
The Ark, racl (ſays he arid Frdab abidein Tenrs, and 
wy Lord Joab, 4nd the Servants of my Lord aye Encamped in the 
open Fields; Then go into mine Hoafe to Eat and to Drink, 
&c,? 2 Sam. 11,11, Certainly if we eſteem otir ſelves Mem- 
bers of the ſame Body, we ſhall not find our ſelves much at caſe 
when our fellow- Members are in pain: And ſhall not be hard to 
be perſwaded to undergo ſome inconvenience for the Advantage 
of our Brethren, 


The Apoſtle goes higher ſtill than any thing hath been ſaid yet. 
If we have nothing to give, he would have us Labour for ſome- 
thing, that we may have 7: give to bim that needeth, Eph. 4. 28. 
We ought to Labour rather than be a burden to qthers, and ſo 
we mult do alſo on theSlfehalf of our poor Neighbour, that he 
may not want what is Needful for him. And if this be difficult, 
=_ an hard ſaying, how ſhall we be ableto lay down our Life for 

im? | 


And if after all this, we are not able to Relieve” a poor Man, 
yet let us Pity him, and Pray for him ; do what we can, and pray* 
to the God of all Mercies to ſupport and help him. For there 
are more Ways of being Serviceable tothe poor than Alms-giving, 
Every Man cannot do that. * But they that cannot Relieve, can 
Pity; they can Pray to God, andinterceds.with Men; they can 
give the Poor a good Exeatpley/ and good Caunſel : They may be 
able to Adviſe, and to ſtudy ways for their Advantage. And he 
that ſtudies the Art of well-doing, and recommends it to others, 
ſerves the Needy, though he be not able to givethem Money. 


iy . 
And thus, Sir, I ha@ given youmy thoughts about this affair ; 
and1 fear I have, by doing fo,given you too great a trouble alſo, I 
am very ſenſivle that this Matter deſerves better to be moans 
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And Lam far from thinking that | have ſaid whatthe Argument de- 
Pony» ircs: Nei erg nor other. Circum- 
ſetces will afford me either leifure br power to do that. IF I hive 
ſuggeſted any thingthat may do any good, and contribute towards 
the Help of any afflicted Perſon, I ſhall think I have great cauſe 
to bleſs God ontHat behalf, I have however complyed with your 
Requelt. ( | might ſay Importunity.) and am ſatisfied with this, 
that though I have not ſaid what Might have been faid, yet 1 have 
pot declined ſo ggoda Caule, but have ſaid what at preſent 1 could: 
I ſhall oncly add, thatlam, 


or, 
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Your moſt Faithful Friend, 


R. K. 
Decemb, 13, 
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